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‘* ¥ shall ask for the Abolition of the Penalty of Death until I have the Infallibility of Human Judgment demonstrated to me.’’....Lafayetie. 














Vol. I.] 


Boston, (Mass.,) Wednesday, December 17, 1845. 











ee 


\ — 


re 


—= 
—) 
a 


~ 
a, / 


A BRIEF SKETCH OF THE LIFE OF MARY A. BICKFORD, 


she therefore expressed a desire to Mr. B. to go 
Bickford, who was wantonly murdered in this | ov trsnenegen stone csbademaean on 
city,—as it is supposed by Albert J. Tirrell,— | position, she commenced packing up her ward- 
is now read with the deepest interest. We | robe, &c., and the unsuspecting husband engaged 
therefore publish the following sketch of her /a carriage to convey her to Guilford on the fol- 
life, which has been derived, says the Boston | lowing day. ' 

Post, from Mr. Bickford himself. It exhibits to In the meantime, by previous arrangements 


the reader a melancholy view of the downward with her paramour, her trunks were pleased ~. 
board of the schooner, and he subsequently 


course of the criminal, and it is hoped that her | eonyveyed Mrs. B. on board. The parties were 
unhappy end will serve to deter others from pur- strangers to Captain F. The vessel immediately 
suing a similar course. | put to sea, = * . maf’ two ry end af 95 
‘ . Me. her pa- | Newburyport and took lodgings at one of the 
Mrs. B. wes born in ‘Beth, am = ner Pe | hotels, but shortly afterwards procured private 
rents removed to Bangor when she was quite | board. Thus matters remained for nearly three 
eagp - the age ne mee oe she | months. During this period the forsaken hus- 
a employed: im 6: ymnlly 20.6 enn ot"! band could discover no trace of the interesting 
dhopt, this pesied saceived. the =e tied runaways: but shortly afterwards he received a 
young seafaring man, named Ranlard. er me”! letter from his delinquent wife, dated Newbury- 
ther did not think favorably of him, and caused | port, in which she stated that ‘she chaala Daine- 
the connection to be promptly broken off. Sub- | giately roceed to Boston. Ina few days, he 
sequently Mary became acquainted with Mr. | seccived « ccobnd letten, walled ot) Reston, dai 
Bickford, and they were married in 1839, She | Liane iatnieeh teen, aie ined. dee, etek. 
was at this time seventeen years of age. Her 


maiden name was Mary Ann Dunn. | tute, and wished to see him very much. The 


Her father | 
has been dead several years, and her mother now 


Every thing relating to the misguided Mrs. 








there, They had two or three female boarders. 
Upon the front door was placed the name of 
‘Maria Welch,’ Tirrell fearing to use his own 


, ame as the police officers were then in pursuit 


of him for the crime of adultery. In June fol- 
lowing he sold out his furniture at half price, 
owing it was said, to some misunderstanding be- 
tween himself and Mrs. B., and he consequently 
sent her to her mother’s at Guilford. On ar- 
riving at Portland, she ascertained that one of 
her trunks was missing, and instead of proceed- 
ing onward, she returned to Boston in the next 
train. The day after Tirrell proceeded to Guil- 
ford, where he supposed she would be. On ar- 
rival, he called at her mother’s residence, and on 
learning that she had not been there, left a note 
for her. While at this place, he was seen to 
have a dirk and pistols, which somewhat fright- 
ened the old lady, as she supposed he was after 
Mr. Bickford. As soon as he had left, the let- 
ter was opened. In it Tirrell stated that he 
wanted ‘ Maria’ to return to Boston, that he 
would give her plenty of money, &c. When he 
sent her home, it was the understanding between 
them that they never should meet again. 

At this time Mrs. Bickford resided inthis city. 
After Mrs. Bickford had found the lost trunk, she 
called on her husband and requested him to take 
charge of all her baggage, and immediately 
hastened to New Bedford. Now affairs between 
Tirrell and Mrs. B, began to assume a somewhat 
mysterious aspect. 

Tirrell soon ascertained that she had not been 
home, and he hurried back to Boston in quest of 
her, and put up at the Shawmut House, where 
he learned that she had also stopped the day 
previous, but had now gone to New Bedford. 

Mr. B. received a letter from her immediately 
after her arrival, dated June 18, in which she 
says, ‘I am here in New Bedford, but I want to 
come back. * * * Albert is not here. J 
expect to get killed when he does come. I must not 
stay here long.’ 

Tirrell immediately followed her; and the first 


finformation Mr. B, received of their doings was 


contained in letters from Newport, R.I.; one 
from Tirrell, in which he requested to have Mrs. 
B’s trunks sent to him, signing his name to the 
same, and that of ‘ Maria,’ evidently intending to 
make it appear that the latter was her signature. 
The other letter came from Mrs. B. by the same 
mail, instructing Mr. B. not to let the trunks go 
out of his possession at any rate. This is the 
last time he heard from them until he got a 
letter dated Albany, July 2, 1844, in which she 
says, ‘1 am here in Albany, and shall go to the 
Springs to-morrow. We stopped in New York 
at the Astor House two days.’ They also stop- 
ped at the Lorillard House, from which they 


| inference is that her paramour had exhausted his 
resides in Guilford, Me. 


| funds and then left her. 

The husband and wife lived happily together 
for about three years. She had one child, which 
died young. At this time several female friends 
of the family, who were about visiting Boston, 
extended an invitation to Mrs. B. to accompany 


ly came here. While in the city, she appeared 
delighted with everything she saw—completely 
captivated—and on her return home expressed a 
desire to reside permanently in Boston. Hence- 
forth, Mr. B. states, she apparently became dis- 
satisfied with her humble condition. She was 
passionately fond of dressing extravagantly : but 
the limited means of the husband prevented her 
from making that gay appearance she so much 
desired to do; she now became less affectionate 
than formerly towards him, and often courted the 


} 


. * | again to return to Bi 
them—she accepted it, and the party according- | eal gg ng coltacg: tg 


In February, 1843, Mr. Bickford, came to Bos- 
ton, and after searching for his wife nearly a 
fortnight, at length found her at a house of ill- 
fame in North Margin street. She appeared glad 
tosee him; but declared her determination never 
He used every ar- | 
gument in his power to induce her to do so; 
said he would forgive all past errors if she would 
conduct in future with propriety; but she had 
now become completely depraved. He found 
his pleading a useless task, and therefore left 
her to her fate. 

A few days before he saw her, he received a 
letter through the post office, dated March 6, 
1843, in which she says, ‘1 cannot let you know 
where I am, for the people where I board do not 
know that I have gota husband. * * * 


were ejected, owing to their misbehaving there. 

The next letter that Mr. B. received was 
dated Boston, July 19, in which she requested 
him to bring to her at the U. S. Hotel, some 
clothing and her accordion, and adds, ‘ Call for 
Mr. Hale, room No, 28. Come as soon as you 
get this—do not say to any one that we are 
here. 

Mr. B. called as requested, and in the course 
of conversation informed her that some friends 
whom they had known at Bangor resided at 
South Boston; she expressing a wish to see 
them, he consented to accompany her thither.— 
On the way she informed him that Tirrell abus- 
ed her, that she was afraid of him, and was de- 
termined to get clear from him. It would seem 


York, and now [am in Boston. They have got 
Albert; they caught him in New Bedford; be 
got bailed out and will have his trial next Mon- 
day; I expect he will be sent to Charlestown.— 
They found him with me, but said it was not me 
they wanted—but I know they want me for a 
witness. Iam secreted in Boston, and no one 
knows where except those I stay with. He di- 
rected a letter to the Boston post office for me, 
and says they are trying to find out my name. | 
have not got one cent ; if 1 had, I would come 
home. I have got a number of presents for 
E , if I could sendthem to her. I haye 
got all of my nice clothes. I wish you would 
write me as soon as you receive this—direct 
your letter to Mary Jackson. If you receive a 
letter from any one from Boston to know where 
Iam, do not say that you know where I am. 


Your MARIA.’ 


This is the last communication Mr. B, ever re- 
ceived from this unfortunate woman. Shortly 
afterwards, his already wounded spirit was again 
deeply lacerated on learning her horrible death 

It is clearly evident that Mrs. Bickford was 
anxious to escape from Tirrell; that he was 
deeply enamored of her there can be no doubt; 
and if he is ever proved to have been the mur- 
derer,the sole cause must be attributed to jeal- 
ousy onhis part. He stated to several persons, 
it is said, that when his money was all gone he 
would kill her. 

As all the subsequent facts are before the pub- 
lic, it would be superfluous to republish them. 
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THE BOY AND THE BOATMEN. 


A young lad was once rowing me across the 
Merrimack river ina boat. Some boatmen, go- 
ing down the river with lumber, had drawn up 
their boat and anchored it in the spot where the 
boy wished to land me. 

‘ There !’ he exclaimed, ‘ those boatmen have 
left their boat right in my way.’ 

‘What did they do that for?’ I asked. 

‘On purpose to plague me,’ said he; ‘but I 
will cut it loose, and let it go down the river.— 
I would have them know I can be as ugly as 
they can.’ " 

‘But, my lad,’ said I, ‘you should not plague 
them because they plague you. Because they 
are ugly to you, it is no reason why you should 
be to them. Besides, how do you know they 
did it to vex and trouble you ” 

‘ But they had no business to leave it there— 
it is against the rules,’ said he. 

‘True,’ I replied, ‘and you have no business 
to send their boat down the river. Would it 
not be better to ask them to remove it out of the 
way ?’ 

‘They will not comply, if I do,’ said the angry 
boy, ‘and they will do so again.’ 

‘Well, try it for once,’ said I. ‘Just run 
your boat a little above, or a little below theirs, 
and see if they will not favor you, when they 
see you disposed to give way to accommodate 
them.’ 

The boy complied ; and when the menin the 
boat saw the little fellow quietly and pleasantly 
pulling at his oars, to run his boat ashore above 
them, they took hold and helped him, and wheel- 





ed their boat around, and gave him all the chance 


James, I feel very unstcady, and will consent to 
live with you and keep house; but you must 
consent for me to have my liberty, &c.’ When 
Mr. B. again saw her, he would not for a moment 
listen to her proposition, and left her with fresh- 
ly wounded feelings. She soon became more 
generally known in the city, and resided at va- 
rious houses of bad repute until July Ist, 1844, 
when she left for New Bedford. | 


attentions of a young man who visited their 
boarding house. 

Business often called Mr. B. from home for 
several days together, when, it was subsequently 
ascertained, the individaal in question would 
make himself agreeable to the wife. His prepos- 
sessing appearance and winning address soon had 
the desired effect upon a mind already ill at ease 








that Tirrell suspected her design, forin a short 
time he came with a carriage to bring her back. 
The next day, however, she managed to get 
away from him under pretence of going outa few 
moments to make some purchases. She kept 
secreted for some days. Tirrell in the meantime 
was scouring the city in quest ofher. He even 
gave his gold watch to one person and $50 to 
another to find her. The husband used every 





—he won her confidence, and of course had her 
completely in his power. He offered to take 
her to Boston, and promised that she should do 
as she pleased. Ere she became acquainted 
with this man she was one of the most virtuous 
of her sex; but his insinuating plausibility quick- 
ly drew her into the whirlpool of vice. Her 
beauty was her ruin. From this date (October, 
1842) commences her downward career. 

They now planned an elopement. The young 
man ascertaining that the schr. Florence, Capt. 
Fowler, was lying in the stream just ready for 
sea, accordingly secured a passage in her for 
himself and victim. Mrs. B’s husband arriving 
home at this juncture, it was necessary that her- 
self and seducer should manage with a great de- 
gree of shrewdness in order to Jull suspicion ; 





| House, where they resided three weeks, and | T° 


effort but force to get her to go home. She 


There she first became acquainted with Al-| 
4 couldn’t be prevailed upon to do so, but went 


bert J. Tirrell, and was soon afterwards his ace | 
knowledged mistress. They resided together in 
that place until the Ist of February, 1845, when | 
they went to New York, stopped at the Astor| : 
House a short time, and then proceeded to Phila-| *t Attleboro’, Mass. She stated that she was 
delphia and various other places. coming to Boston, and that Albert would not 


About the last of February they returned to! *CCo™Mpany her, and requested Mr. B. to meet 


Boston and stopped at the Pemberton House—| wid 2 a agar Lg a made oo 


From thence they went to the North American . er 
| ived another letter at that place, as follows: 


‘ Bosron, Oct., 1845, 
James—I have just received your letter that 


terwards, Tirrell found her. 





then left for Albany, Saratoga Springs, &c, Af. 
ter a short absence they again returned and put | 
up at the Hanover House, he always assuming al you wrote so long ago. 
fictitious name. of course. 

At this time Tirrell hired a house in London} cord, N. H., and from there to Niagara Falls and 


The next time Mr. B. heard frem her, she was | 





| 
| 


| again to New Bedford. Here, a short time af- | 


} 


You want to know all, | 
I left New Bedford and went to Con- | 


street, elegantly furnished it, and they removed | Montreal and Vermont State, and back to New | 


| he wished, 

Thus, by submitting pleasantly to what he be- 
lieved was done to vex him, the boy prevented 
a quarrel. Had he cut the rope, at that time 
and place, and let their boat loose, it would have 
done the boatmen much damage. There would 
have been a fight, and many would have been 
drawn into it. But the boy, who considered 
himself the injured party, prevented it all by a 
kind and pleasent submission to the injury. — 


Ve i i a 


A CHURCH. 


A band of faithful mea 
Met for God’s worship in an upper room, 
Or canopied by midnight’s starry dome, 
On hill-side or lone glen, 
To hear the counsels of his holy word, 
Pledged to each other and their common Lord 


These, few as they may be, 
Compose a church, such as in pristine age, 
Defied the tyrant’s zeal, the bigot’s rage,— 

For where but two or three, 
Whatever place, in faith’s communion meet, 
There, with Christ’s presence is a church complete 








TT ect mt 


were 


i" 


; —< Jer = 
ee et. ON on rer 


aed 


= 


= 3 
oe. 


+.-- 


ree ete 
eee 


_— cee a 


z 


—_-~ 


ote Me ang en ~~ 


“Tra 


ae 


te 


r,s 
™ eae ath 
ee ee eee 


et < 


ae epee 


RS gees 


Sa a ee 


. 











Che Hangman. 


CHARLES SPEAR, 
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EDITORS AND 
PROPRIETORS. 


The Publishing Office of the Hangman is 
removed to No. 40. Cornhill, up stairs, over 
the Book Store of Abel Tompkins.—J. N. 
Bang, our printer, will attend to any busi- 
ness relating to the paper in our absence, 
and will neatly execute job printing for our 
friends. C. & J. M. SPEAR. 


Receives the Sheriff with a smiling co .‘enance—Puts 
on his apparel for execution—Singing—Confession 
—Prayer— Excecution—Age— Parents— Curiosity — 
Body delivered to relatives—The old gallows and 
halter. 


One reason which is sometimes assigned why our 
brothers should be executed is, that they endanger the 
peace and happiness of community. In some in- 
stances this may be, and unquestionably is true; but 
are there not many who are hung who, so far from 
being dangerous, have been converted to God, are 
washed and made white in the blood of the lamb?— 
Not unfrequently we hear of the execution of such 
persons. We present below such an instance in the 
ease of Jabez Boyd, who was executed on Friday— 
the usual hanging day—2Ist ultimo, in West Ches- 
ter, Pennsylvania. 

Surrounded by bad influences from early childhood, 
even under the parental roof, addicted to the use of 
intoxicating liquors, mingling with the vicious, 
though but twenty-three years of age when he mur- 
dered Wesley Pation, yet Boyd had already been con- 
fined in the county jail for crime, and had also been 
imprisoned in the Eastern Penitentiary five years. 
By the subjoined account—which we cut from the 
Philadelphia Dollar Newspaper—it will be seen that 
the citizens of West Chester, evinced but little sym- 
pathy for him when he was executed. And why did 
they not? Answer—Because he had ‘ been known 
to them as a bad character since his early childhood.’ 
But should we not have sympathy for a bad charac- 
ter? Ido not mean that we should love his wicked- 
ness; but we should lovethe victim of crime. We 
may not love the filthy rags with which the vaga- 
bond is covered, yet we should love the man. But 
admitting that the citizens of West Chester were jus- 
tified in feeling no sympathy for the youthful Boyd, 
when he was known to them as a badcharacter, how 
ought they to have felt towards him when he was 
converted to God and prayed and exhorted them to 
repent of their sins? It does not appear that they 
evinced any sympathy for him then, no more than 
when he was depraved. This is a strange world we 
live in. 

One word more. It will be seen that the old gal- 
Jows and halter upon which, and with which a color- 
ed brother was hung ten years ago had been care- 
fully saved until the execution of Boyd, when they 
were brought out again to be used for the same in- 
human and unchristian purpose. Here follows the 
account of the execation: 

At 12 o’clock, the Sheriff of the County, James B. 
Wood, Esq., had the jury required by law assembled 
at his office, and proceeded with them to the prison. 
Among the jury were Drs. Worthington, Ravimus, 
Brinton McCleskey and Hartman. The consumma- 
tion of the sentence had been delayed to the latest 
hour, in compliance with the request of the prisoner, 
who stated that he wished to say some few words 
from the scaffold. Ata short time before 1 o'clock 
the Sheriff proceeded to the cell of the condemned.— 
The prisoner received the Sheriff and those who ac- 
companied him with a smiling countenance, and 
shook hands with all he was acquainted with. He 
assisted, with apparent unconcern, in arraying him- 
self in the garment prepared to be worn over his 
other clothes, and when a pin was required to pin it 
at the neck, he searched in his clothing forone. The 
rope was then placed around his neck, andthe cap 
upon his head, and with a firm and rapid step he 
walked along the gallery of the prison in advance of 
the Sheriff, and requiring no support. On entering 
the yard of the prison he proceeded towards the scaf- 
fold erected in the southwest corner and mounted the 
steps with similar firmness. 

he Rev. Mr. Gardner ascended the platform, and 
after consulting the condemned, sang the hymn com- 


mencing, 


* How lost was my condition, 
Till Jesus made me whole, 

There is but one physician 
Can cure a sin-sick soul.’ 


Boyd then advanced to the edge of the platform and 
delivered a short address. He confessed that liquor, 
bad company and the influence of the devil, had led 
him astray, and induced him to dothe act for which 
he was condemned, and not that alone, but burglaries 
in the city of Philadelphia, for which he suffered five 
years in the penitentiary. He assured the few per- 
sons present that he had found mercy in the Lord, 
and by simple faith in the purifying effect of his rege- 
neration, was confident in the hope of being received 
into glory. He hoped his fate would be a warning to 


| weakened by his long 
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all, and especially to those confined in the same jail 
= him, and hoped they would fly to God as a re- 
uge. 

The Rev. Mr. Ayres then addressed a fervent peti- 
tion to the throne of grace, during the delivery of 
which Boyd uttered the most earnest ejaculations, 
and frequenily clapped his hands, When he had 
concluded, Boyd commenced praying ; it consisted 
principally of pious ejaculations, uttered with great 
volubility and earnestness, expressing his confidence 
in the forgiveness of God for the crime he had com- 
mitted. He prayed God to bless the ministers who 
had attended and taken an interest in the welfare of 
his soul. 

Having concluded, the reverend gentlemen bade 
him farewell, and in answer to their hopes, that he 
was prepared to meet his fate, he replied, ‘I feel 
happy in Christ’-—‘I hope to meet yon tn heaven.’— 
The jailors, the jury, and indeed all present, bade him 
farewell, and he was left alone on the platform, The 
Sheriff then ascended and made the final preparations 
for his painful task. The rope was adjusted about 
his neck, and every thing being prepared, the cap 
was drawn over his face. 

A moment after he spoke to the Sheriff, and asked 
if his time was up; and being toldit was not quite 
elapsed, but that he thought it proper to proceed, so 
that sufficient time would be left in case of any acci- 
dent occurring, he resigned himself to his fate, and as 
he uttered the sentence, ‘Lord receive my spirit,’ 
the prop supporting the platform was displaced by the 
Sheriff, and the culprit was launched inio eternity at 
twenty-four minutes past 1 o’clock. A few strug- 
gles ensued shortly after the fall, but these ceased and 
the body gave no signs of life save the pulsations of 
the wrist, which continued for about eight minutes. 
The body was takea down at 2 o’clock, placed in a 
plain walnut coffin and delivered to his relatives for 
interment. 

The citizens of West Chester evinced but little 
sympathy for the fate of Boyd. He has been known 
to them as a bad character since his early childhood. 
Though but 23 years of age last spring, he had spent 
five years in the Eastern Penitentiary, besides a short 
confinement in the old Chester county jail, for lar- 
ceny. He escaped from that jail by burning a_ hole 
in the floor of his cell, and arriving in Philadelphia 
commenced a career of ‘crime which ended in his 
conviction for burglary and incarceration in the Pen- 
itentiary. He had been liberated scarcely a month 
when he murdered Wesley Patton. The parents of 
Boyd are still living, and his fate may be viewed as 
flowing naturally from their habits and the absence 
of all control over him during his boyhood. 

Though the gallows was erected close to the jail 
wall, and completely hid from view to those outside, 
the tops of two neighboring houses were thronged 
with an anxious crowd. The only glimpse they 
could possibly get of the condemned man was as he 
rapidly crossed the jail yard to ascend to the plat- 
form. The front of the jail was also thronged by a 
crowd anxious to see the coffin containing his body 
when brought for delivery to his relatives. A volun- 
teer guard were stationed in front of the entrance, to 
keep it clear. 

The gallows and rope used on this occasion were 
the same with which a colored man, named Charles 
Bowman, was executed, about ten or eleven years 
since, in the old jail yard, being the first that took 
place under the law abolishing public executions. 
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WAR AND CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. 


Some persons who cannot easily make moral dis- 
tinctions, often confound the movement to abolish 
the death-penalty with that to abolish war. A little 
reflection will soon convince any one that there is a 
wide difference. War isa declaration of hostilities 
of one nation against another. There has been 
much quibbling about offensive and defensive war, 
but it will be found that there is no difference in a 
moral point of view. If anything, defensive war is 
the worst; for he who receives a blow has then the 
best opportunity of exemplifying the great doctrine 
of forgiveness. But we cannot go into that subject 
just now: our object being rather to show the dif- 
ference between War and Capital Punishment.— 
The most striking difference is, that in War, one 
party and oftentimes both, have ample time to make 
the necessary preparations for defence. Nowin car- 
trying out the death-penalty, the first step usually fs 
to offer a reward for the offender. When he is 
caught, then comes on the trial; then his sentence, 
and he is remanded to prison to await the hour of 
his execution. The State builds the gallows, em- 
ploys the sheriff for twenty dollars, (in Massachu- 
setts) and the culprit is bound hand and foot, and 
thus put to death. Heis wholly defenceless, often 
confinement, and even the 
least resistance on his part would be immediately 
hae by an armed force. The “main difference then 





in War and Capital Punishment is that in the former 
case, it is the object to exterminate a nation and in 


| the other to exterminate an individual. C. 8. 


PAPAL LOf”™O™OO™O—O™OI™O™OIOOOOoOOOOO 


| Tennessee.—The Governor of Tennessee, whose 
| name has now escaped us, has recommended in his 
late Message the entire abolition of all Capital Pun- 
| ishments, and has declared that he should commute 
the punishment to imprisonment in all cases of capi- 


‘tal conviction. Is not this encouraging ? 


Se i a aaa ata a atatatat eee 


| Asotirion oF Carita PunisHment.—The experi- 
/ment of the entire removal of the death-penalty has 
been tried in Russia, Bombay, Belgium, and Tus- 
|cany, and in every instance, crime has decreased. 





ASSOCIATION, 


We are much pleased in reading from time to time 
accounts of the progress of the Prison Association 
of New York. We hope much from such organiza- 
tions. A great deal is yet to be done for the Crimi- 
nal. He is to be elevated by education, and not by 
the gallows. He isto be reformed and restored a- 
gain to society. To effect this requires great labor. 
We hope at some day to have a Prison Association 
formed in Massachusetts. Why should our State 
be behind in so greatawork? True, we have now 
a Prison Discipline Society, but it seems to us that 
we want an Association where there would be still 
more accomplished. This has done good in its 
sphere, but there is yet room for a more extended 
operation. Will not some of our friends suggest 
some plan for bettering the condition of the criminal ? 

We find the following interesting account of the 
First Anniversary of the New York Prison Asso- 
ciation in the New York Morning News: 

The Tabernacle was very well filled last evening 
for the celebration of this interesting anniversary, 


and the interest manifested showed that a powerful 
and energetic movement was now progressing in our 


condition of the condemned convict, but also of pro- 
viding some other method of eradicating crime than 
the punishment of offenders. The Chair was taken 
at half past 7 o’clock by the President, Vice Chancel- 
lor McCoun, and, reports being in order, the report 
of the Executive Committee was read by Judge Ed- 
monds, its chairman. 

General Wetmore, Chairman of the Finance Com- 
mittee, reported the condition of the treasury, and the 
report of the Committee on Detentions was read by 
A. Benedict, Esq. The report of the Committee on 
Prison Discipline was read by Dr. John D. Russ, 
Secretary to the committee, which was prefaced by 
Judge Duer, witha series of exceedingly pertinent 
and eloquent remarks. 

After which Isaac T. Hopper read the Report on 
Discharged Convicts, following the Report with an 
exceedingly interesting history of the subsequent 
course of several discharged criminals. 

Rensselaer N. Havens, Esq., Corresponding Secre- 
tary of the Association, read the Report of the Fe- 
male Department, and accompanied the document 
with an address very forcibly delivered, which was 
frequently applauded. 

e was followed, to a late hour, by Mr. Thayer, of 
Brooklyn, in a speech replete with philanthropic sen- 
timent and benevolent design, after which the Asso- 
ciation proceeded to a choice of officers for the en- 
suing year. 

The following list was unanimously adopted :— 

President.—V ice Chancellor McCoun. 

Vice Presidents—Theodore Frelinghuysen, Abra- 
rham Van Neste, Benjamin F. Butler and John W. 


+ Edmonds. 


Treasurer.—Gorham A. Worth. 

Recording Secretary.—Wm. C. Russell. 

Corresponding Secretary.—Rensselaer N. Havens. 

Finance Committee.—Prosper M. Wetmore, Eleazer 
Parmelee, Israel Russell, Freeman Hunt, R. B. Min- 
turn, Edward L. Benson, Charles M. Leupp, Richard 
J. Thorn, Wm. W. Todd. 

Committee on Detentions.—Clarkson Crolius, Wm. 
C. Russel, Theodore Tellkampf, T. W. Burke, Ab- 
ner Benedict, H. W. Havens, Henry Abell, John 
Hopper, and W. Waln Drinker. 

Committee on Prison Discipline.—John Duer, Chas. 
P. Daly, T. S. Tellkampf, N. B. Morse, Theodore 
Sedgwick, John D, Russ, John H. Griscom, Benj. 
F. Butler, John L. O’Sullivan, James C. Bliss, M 
Reviere. 


per, Marcus Spring, Richard H. Manning, Richard 
Reed, Nicholas D. Herder, Marcus Mitchell, Lewis 
Von Mandelstrohe, Elijah P. Woodruff, George 
Hall, James H. Gibbons, Edgar Hicks and Leonard 
Crocker. 


INDIANA. 


In his message of the 2d inst., addressed to the 
Senate and House of Representatives o1 Indiana, his 
Excellency Governor Whitcomb, thus speaks of con- 
fining criminals in the County Jail. It is an encour- 
aging sign of the times that Governors, Legislators, 
and other statesmen are turning their attention more 
and more to the reformation of the criminal, and to 
the prevention of crime. 

‘The policy of confinement in county jails, asa 


Vw eS 


questioned. It is not only a serious burden on the 
counties, but it is believed to be incompatible with 


reformation, which is the leading purpose of criminal 


punishment. The attainment of this object may be 
hoped for by the penitentiary system, when made to 
combine imprisonment, hard labor, and a suitable 
moral discipline. But this system, under our present 
laws only operates upon the higher class of offenders, 
and has no bearing upon prisoners in the county 
jails. Yet there is far more hope of reclaiming the 
latter by this systemthan the former, who, generally 
speaking, are more practised in crime. As a remedy 
for this evil, the application of the principle of peni- 
tentiary discipline upon those guilty of minor offen- 
ces, as well as upon juvenile and female offenders, 
by means of Houses of Correction, is respectfully 
recommended. They should be established with an 
eye to the comfort and separate employment of the 
inmates, and to the exercise of a kindly, but firm and 
steady discipline. 

By this meaus vicious associations would be pre- 
vented, and habits of industry formed. For all, who 
are the children of misfortune, rather than of crime, 
(and of such, are most of those who have only com- 
mitted their first offence,) such retreats would be, not 
only in name, but in fact, houses of refuge. 





FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF THE NEW YORK PRISON 


midst, for the purpose of not only ameliorating the | 


Committee on Discharged Convicts.—Isaac T. Hop- | 


punishment for crime, may, in most cases, weil be | 


A principal obstacle to the permanent reformation 
of the penitentiary convict, is, that having lost his 
self-respect, and despairing of ever nee the good 
opinion of the community, he feels at his release, that 
his character is gone and that he has nothing worth 
living for but the mere support of his animal exis- 
tence. To obviate this difeulty as far as possible, I 
established a rule, that on a written report from the 
clerk of the prison, that a convict had faithfully com- 
plied with the rules of the prison, and by his exem- 
plary conduct, had given evidence of reformation, he 
should be restored to the rights of citizenship—to the 
same platform whence he had descended, by a_par- 
don, bearing on its face, the cause of its being grant- 
ed. Four convicts have already availed themselves 
of this privilege, since last February, when the rule 
was first established, and I am informed by the clerk 
that more had entitled themselves to this favor, and 
they would gladly have availed themselves of it, but 
| for the fact, that they would thereby lose the small 
/ sum of money, which, under an existing law, is paid 
to every convict at the end of the time for which he is 
| sentenced, as a necessary means of support, until he 
/can get into reputable employment. 1 recommend 
that the same law be made to apply to all cases, 
where the prisoner is released by pardon, within a 
given time before the expiration of his sentence, and 
expressly on the ground of good conduct.’ 





Ar 


| TREATMENT OF 





THE HORSE. 


We love the noble horse, and are pained to the 
| heart when we see him abused, as we do almost 
| daily in our streets. Weare persuaded that with the 
| animals as with man, kindness is better than force, 
| We ought to have a society in Boston for the protec- 
The following thoughts in respect 
We 


| tion of animals. 
to the treatment of the horse are important. 
/ wish our readers to remember them: 


‘When you find your horse begins to slacken his 
| speed, do not recklessly compel him to maintain ir, 
/ but think how you yourself would like to be thus 
urged on beyond your strength. Do not worry your 
_ horse by repeated whip strokes, as every blow robs 
| the animal of some of its strength, and continua! 
blows rob it also of the motives to exertion by the 
violence of the strokes on the skin, and also affect 
‘the muscles underneath on which the motions de- 
| pend. Ifany person doubts this, a slight blow on his 
| leg or arm will soon convince him of the truth. 
you have two horses working together, and one horse 
is slower or weaker than the other, do not force it to 
| do as much as the other, but rather slacken the speed, 
if even it is done by keeping the other horse back ; 
and never use dearing reins, they are useless to the 





| many falls ; but above all, be not too fond of showing 
them that you are their master and they your slaves ; 
they know it well enough to their sorrow without 
| this trouble.’ 


| To the above we would add the cruelty and folly of 
using blind bridles. It is a custom that has come 

down from the dark ages, when the practice was not 
| only to blind horses but men. We see the folly of 
| the latter, but have yet to learn the folly of the for- 
;mer. We know something about this matter.— 
| When we owned a horse, we removed at once his 

blinders, much to his satisfaction and certainly to our 
own gratification. We have hung them up in our 
cellar as a relic of the dark ages. While we are try- 
ing to pour in light upon man, let us not forget the 
noble animal who is so great a blessing to us. 


~~ eee 


A New Benevorent Society 1n New Beprorn.— 
A number of benevolent brothers and sisters have 
formed a new society in New Bedford especially to 
| aid the vicious poor, and those. who are discharged 
| from prisons. This is an excellent move. Many 
| are ready to aid the virtuous poor, but this society 
will aid the vicious poor. Success to them. 

Our friend Smith, the Chaplain of the New Bed- 
ford Prison, with others, addressed the meeting.— 
He said that many if not most of the persons who 
were discharged from the prison, were desirous to 
reform and live a virtuous life, and would not return 
to the scenes of their former disgrace if they could 
escape starvation in the street, and find friends to 
aid them and to give them a shelter; but that the 
_almost utter impossibility of their obtaining relief 
compelled them to return to the dens of infamy, and 
from thence again to be commitied to prison. He 
also stated that many of the prisoners when dis- 
charged were destitute of clothes fit to appear in the 
streets with—not even a hat or cap to cover their 
heads with, nor a cent of money to procure them a 
morsel of bread or a night’s lodging. 

It was stated also that there were many instances 
of disgraced females, many of whom have been de- 
ceived and enticed away, or perhaps kidnapped from 
their homes by some villain and carried to a brothel, 
who wish to escape from the misery of such a life, 
or who have escaped and searched in vain for shelter 
and friends. 





+ RADAR AARAAAATY 
A nosLe stanp.—Charles Sumner, Esq. and Rey. 
Ralph Waldo Emerson, have refused to lecture be- 
fore the New Bedford Lyceum, because colored per- 
| Sons are excluded. We are intimately acquainted 
with a minister who could not preach to a congrega- 

| tion in that town, because the people would not al- 
| low colored persons to worship with them on terms 
| of equality. We understand that his views remain 
| unchanged in relation to this subject even to the pre- 


sent day. 
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THE HANGMAN. 
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Ovr New Votume.—Our readers will remember 
that we announced that we should commence a new 
volume with the New Year, though our New Series 
would not strictly speaking be closed till the first of 
April, but then as including the Old and New Series, 
we have published the Hangman for one whole year, 
and as we were to begin with a new title, we thought 
it would generally be acceptable to our numerous 
readers to begin the year in January, 

We are now gathering some rich materials for our 
new volume. Already have we the promise of the 
aid of some of the best writers in the Old and the 
New World. We have spoken to some.of our poets 
‘0 furnish us some appropriate poetry for our new 
title. 
present us something for such a beautiful title. We 
always knew there was something very abhorrent, 



























Hangman. 
zainst ‘the Prisoner's Friend.’ 

Then what an opportunity for our poets: the con- 
‘rast between the titles can be made, then we com- 
mence With the opening year. But we will not en- 
large. c,'S. 

To ovr ConresponpENts.—We have now on hand 
come articles which we find so good that we are re- 
serving them for the first number of the ‘ Prisoner’s 
friend,’ which commences with the opening year.— 
We have an article from H. H. Brigham of South 
{bington, sent to him by a friend: another from G. 
T. of Dedham: an interesting letter from a distin- 
ruished lady in England. 


2. 7 


rR es rn" 


A Man anv Wirt Hune !—Crawford Burnett and 


as, on the Sth ult., for being accessories to murder. 
heir son, charged with being the principal in the 
nurder, is now in custody. 


ict be kept before the public. 


Ratner a Coancs.—Robert Sayton, who was sen- 


‘0 one month's solitary confinement. 
eNerrerrrerrerernree—_—~—~—"X=—"Y 
Jounx B. Goven is lecturing on Temperance in 
Joston. 


Capital Punishment has not yet been abolished in 
iny State in the Union. 


SEND IN YOUR PETITJONS. 
Peritions.—Are our friends preparing petitions for 


he Abolition of Capital Punishment? They should 
ot wait fora form to be sent. Write the simplest 


one name, saying that you believe the law is wrong 
ind you want it repealed. For the convenience of 
come however, we present the following :— 


believing the 


Assembled :— 


The Undersigned, Citizens of 


Se a ie 


law of Capital Punishment to be wrong, respectfully ask you to repeal the 


To the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court 
same. 





By the way, we hope our correspondents will | 


and certainly something very unpoetical in the title | 
No such objection can be brought a- | 


is wife Lavina, were hung at Lafayeteville, Arkan- | 


A WOMAN TO BE HUNG IN New York !—Let this | 


enced to be hanged for forgery in South Carolina, | 
ashad his punishment commuted by the Governor | 


orm possible. Send a letter to the Legislature, with | 


ALL SORTS. 


&G-Eprroriat Accommopation.—The Clarksville 
Herald, nothing daunted, says, ‘ as a remedy for hard 
times, we propose to take in payment for new sub- 
scriptions, any of the following articles: corn, wheat, 
flour, meal, oats, chickens, turkeys, bacon, butter, 
lard, potatoes, niggers, horses, cattle, good old clothes 
and fat beef, mutton and hogs, furs of every descrip- 
tion except cat skins, for all of which the highest 
prices will be allowed.’ 


(’Sray-aT-HoME-ATIVENESS.—T here is now resid- 
ing in Whitestown, Oneida County, New York, one 
Capt. John Wilson, who is about fifty years old, his 
father owned the farm he now occupies; he was 
born on it, has never been out of the town, and has 
not slept out of his own bed for upwards of thirty 
years. 








{A passionate woman is like a keg of powder, 
very likely to go off if ‘ touched.’ 


(A youth who lately hung himself in Galena, to 
prevent any accident, filled his pockets full of rocks, 
and gave slack enough to the rope to allow a drop of 
oe feet. The arrangement was tolerably effec- 
tual. 


(Van Steensurcu anv O’Conner-—The Dela- 
ware Express says that when the news of the com- 
mutation of their sentence was communicated to 
them by the officer in charge, Van Steenburgh and 
©’Conner danced about the room in which they were 
| confined like a couple of madmen. 


(A savage once said toa white man who re- 
proached him with wanting the convenience of soci- 
ety: ‘ Your whole life is spent in laboring for things 
we have learnt to do without.’ 


[F’The mind is full of life and immortality. 


(OP Nortuern State Prison.—The Superintend- 
ent of the Northern State Prison, informs us that he 
has just closed in the first section of the prison, con- 
taining one hundred and twenty-six cells, and expects 
to complete another section early in the Spring.— 
| There are now about one hundred and ninety con- 
victs altogether, sixty of whom will be without cells. 
| Many of those, however, are in for light offences, and 
| their term of service will expire in the winter and 
early in the spring: a number of such he is about to 
,recommend to the Governor for their good couduct, 

and hopes to procure their pardon. Among the num- 
, ber he mentioned, was one man who was in for steal- 

ing a Bible and Prayer-book, when he was drunk.— 
| Troy Budget. 


('Deettixne.—The Hanoverian government has 
determined to put an end to duelling. A captain of 
cavalry has been condemned to fifteen days impris- 
onment for sending a challenge, and forbidden hence- 
forth to wear the Hanoverian uniform. 





| ("Number of letters assorted in one day lately 
| in London is 360,000, 


| 7°The income of the Empress of Russia is about 
| $1900 a day ' 


CY The big gun made for the Princeton in England, 

} weighs 16,000 lbs. The duty paid on it in Philadel- 

| phia was $1,100, and the freight cost $250. Total 
cost $5,450 ! 


(They have a pair of grey squirrels in New 
| Haven, sixty years old! 
| (GThere are men who make use of their friends 
‘as their clothes, which they leave off when they have 
| worn them out. 


| (The first Thanksgiving in Massachusetts was 
| appointed by the ‘General Court and Assistants’ of 
the Old Colony as early as 1636—over two hundred 
years ago. 


O Black stockings of all colors’ are advertised 
in an Ohio paper. 


ry ReMARKABLE Weppixc.—The following re- 
markable matrimonial announcement is worthy to 
; stand alone: 


Married, on the 20th inst., at the residence of L. 
H. B. Whitaker, by the Rev. G. A. T. Whitaker, 
Mr. M. T. Whitaker, to Miss Sarah E. Whitaker, 
all of Whitakertown, N. C. 


(Every Day Svunpay.—It is remarked that 
each day in the week is set apart for public worship 
| by some nation, viz--Sunday by the Christians ; 
| Monday by the Grecian ; Tuesday by the Persians; 
| Wednesday by the Assyrians; Thursday by the 
Egyptians ; Friday by the Turks ; Saturday by the 
ews. 


(OrFire in tHe State Prison.—About 2 o’clock 
, on Sabbath morning, the carriage shop in the State 

Prison, was discovered to be on fire, which, in about 
| an hour and a half, was entirely consumed. Most of 
| the stock on hand and considerable unfinished work 
was also burnt. There being little wind, the other 
buildings were saved.— Windsor, ( Vt.) Chronicle. 


(7 Miliken’s Restorator, rear of No. 185 1-2 Wash- 
ington Street.—Our friends who want to avail them- 
selves of a good dianer will find every necessary ac- 
commodation at the above place, and what is of ad- 
vantage in these days, they will obtain what they 
want on more reasonable terms than any other Res- 
torator we know of in thecity. Not to go largely 
into particulars, they may obtain a fine plate of 
Roast Turkey for only 12 1-2cents. Call and ex- 
amine for yourselves. " 
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(Those who may want single numbers of our 
paper may be accommodated by calling at the Count- 
ing Room of Jordan and Wiley, State Street, where 
most of the papers and magazines of the day are 
sold. 








The First Anniversary of the Massachusetts 
Society for the Abolition of Capital Pun- 
ishment. 


The Anniversary of the above Society is ‘at hand. 
It is an eventful period in the history of philanthropy. 
The friends of the cause have felt that something 
should be done at such a time, worthy of the event 
they design to commemorate. The time fixed is the 
fourteenth of January, which will enable the mem- 
bers of the Legislatureto be present. It is intended 
to procure some one to deliver an Oration on the oc 
casion. In the evening, some friends have proposed 
to have a social meeting, to be interspersed with 
singing, and short enlivening speeches from the 
friends of the cause. 

Such a course, it is believed, would tend to the 
upbuildiag of the cause, by giving many an opportu- 
nity to assist us by donations in money, to aid the 
Society in procuring refreshments, or by purchasing 
tickets, the price of which will be small, in order to 
procure a large attendance. 

The Hon. Ropert Rantovt, Jr. will be the Orator 
on the occasion. 


Pe a hg Sheth Sy cutee as etait mre] 
Under Sentence of Death! 


NEW YORK! 
of John Covert. at Whitehall. 
cution not known. 

Mrs. Vatkensuncu, for the murder of her 
husband last March, in Fulton, N Y. Time 
of execution, Jan. 24, 1846. 

SOUTH CAROLINA! Dexter WELLS, 
for the murder of Robert Hleadden at Green- 
ville C. H., 8. ©. To beexecuted on the 3d 
Friday in February next. 

ILLINOIS! Joun Baxter, for the murder 
of Col. Davenport, of Rock Island. Time 
of execution not known. 

PENNSYLVANIA! Francis” Bas ter, 
Tunkhannock, Wyoming Co. ‘To be hung 
on Friday, March 28th, 1845. Escaped 
from Prison. 

James M’Carrerty, for the murder of Da- 
vid Hassler. Time of execution not known, 

NEW HAMPSHIRE! Anprew Howarp, 
for the murder of Phebe Hanson, Sept. 19th, 


Titer, for the murder 
Time of exe- 


1843. Time of execution, July 8th, 1846. 
CONNECTICUT! Anprew P. Potter, 


for the murder of Lucius P. Osborn, last 
February. To be hung July 3d, 1846. 


VIRGINIA! Hoenrer Hitt, for the mur- 
der of Major Smith, at Norfolk. Time of 
execution, January 2d, 1846. 


MARYLAND! 
for engaging in an insurrection. 
execution unknown. 

UNITED STATES! Bass, the pirate. 
Now confined in the Tombs. N.Y. City. The 


time of execution is fixed by the President on 
the first Friday of June, 1846. 


VERMONT! Eveene Ccirrorp, for the 
murder of his wife and child. Time of exe- 
cution not fixed. 

The law is now that there shall be fifteen months 
between the sentence and execution, and then the 


criminal is to be hung without an order from the 
Executive. 


MAINE! ‘Tuomas Torn, for murder, 
Now confined at hard labor in the State Pri- 
son. Time of execution not fixed. 


The law is that a criminal shall not be execute‘ 
till one year after sentence, and not even then with- 
out an order from the Executive. 

LOUISIANA! Pavting, the slave. Time 
of execution, March 28, 1846. 


Wm. WueeELer, a slave, 
Time of 


Samue. Kennepy, for the murder of Benja- 
miu W. Wait in New Orleans. ‘Time of ex- 
ecution not appointed. 


IOWA! Wn. McCavtey, for the murder 
of Don Ferdinand Coffman, and infant 
daughter. 


Was io be executed on the 30th of May, 1845; but 
in consequence of some informality in sentencing 
him, the execution was postponed and the case is to 
be taken to the Supreme Court on a writ of error. 


{¥°Executions are now private in the following 
states: Maine, Massachusetts, Vermont, New-Hamp- 
shire, Connecticut, Rhode Island, New York, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Maryland. 


tap teind 225 ene chee RR 
Business Items. 


(OrFriend Bridges is informed that we do not 
wish to be hung: We are not in favor of hanging 
any body. We send his paper now to Castine.— 
We did send it to Castile as we understood his di- 
rection. 


>Thanks to C. C., of South Weymouth, for his 
hint. We had forgotten the matter to which he al- 


| William 
| Rhode Islander, 39. 





\Iudes. We cheerfully comply with his polite re 


! 
quest. 


~~ 
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Notices of Meetings—Lectures, Sc. 


(OJoun M. Spear will lecture on the ‘Abolition 
of Capital Punishment in Warren, R. Island, next 
SATURDAY evening, and deliver two discourses 
next day. 


Appison Davis, of Lynn, will lecture on Capital 
Punishment in the following towns :— 


Groton, Wednesday, December 17. 
Shirely, Tharsday, * 18, 
Lancaster, Friday, “ 19. 
Leominster, Saturday, a 20. 
Fitchburg, Sunday, 21. 
Westminster, Monday, “ 22. 
Princeton, Tuesday, " 23. 
Hubbardston, Wednesday, ne 24, 
Barre, Thursday, 25. 
North Brookfield, Friday, “ 26. 
Spencer, Saturday, “ 27. 
Leicester, Sunday, “ 28. 


The friends in the above towns, are requested 10 
make the proper arrangements for these lectures. 


National Anti-Slavery Bazaar in’ Faneuil 
Hall.— To open Dec. 23d. 


This twelfth Anti-Slavery Fair is to continue for 
ten days, and is expected {to surpass all the preceding 
ones in the variety and beauty ofits contributions 
trom all parts of the world, comprising every thing 
useful, curious and ornamental. The occasion will 
be one of unequalled interest, and the National crisis 
is one which calls on all to support this effort both 
by donations and purchases. 

The Committee, feeling that their principles and 
their measures are right, ask with respectful confi- 
dence of the community to sustain this undertaking. 
For the information both of those who wish to be- 
come contributors and purchasers, they give notice of 
their intention to make arrangements for a Book- 
table, Shoe table, Shell table, Toy, or Children’s ta- 
ble, Tables of Plants, Refreshments, Curiosities, 
Country Produce, Ornamental Work, French, Chi- 
jnese, English, Scotch and Irish contributions, &c. 

(This is not a temporary, or spasmodic effort, but 
a perpetual Anti-Slavery and Anti-Texan enterprize 
continued from year to year—Never to cease till 
Slavery is abolished. 

Donations and communications may he addressed 
to either of the undersigned :— 

Maria Weston Chapman, Ann T. G. Phillips, Ma- 
ry G. Chapman, Susan C. Cabbot, Eliza L. Follen, 
Sarah S. Russell, Sarah B. Shaw, Helen E. Garri- 
son, Lavinia Hilton, Anne Warren Weston, Maria 
Lowell, Sarah H. Southwick, Henrietta Sargent, 
Francis Mary Robbins, Louisa Loring, Hannah Tufts, 
Catherine Sargent, M. A. W. Johnson, Caroline 
Weston, Anna R. Philbrick, Mary Young, Harriet 
M. Jackson, Mary G. Rogers, Eliza P. Merriam, 
Caroline F. Williams, Abby Southwick, Marian Ful. 
ler, Ann R. Bramhall, Lydia Parker, Harriet Sturgis. 
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Rects. to week ending December 12. 


Newtoa 





So. Bridgewater, S. C. Bancroft, 25c 
Upper Falls, Wm. J. Wentworth, 50¢ Mont- 
pelier, Vt., W. W. Wheeler, 25c Springfield, J. 
Taylor, $1——Boston, Mr. Badger, $1 ; Lewis New- 
comb, $1; Mrs. E. Gordon, 25¢; Wm. H. Gray, 
50c ; Dr. Mayo, 40c; J. Hobart, $1; U. Ritehie, $1 ; 
Eli Veasie, $1; Curtis & Weld, $1; W. F. Clark, 
$1; J. Farnsworth, $1; Mr. Beck, 50c; Francis 
Jenkins, 25¢; J. S. Babcock, 25c; M. B. Porter, 5c ; 
C. Howard, $1; H. Baldwin, $1; E. S. Berry, $1; 
Mr. Cole, 50c ; R. Hildreth, $1; Dr. Ingalls, 50c ; 
A. C. Kidder, 50¢ ; —— Porter, 50c; J. Rowe, 50c; 
E. R. Jones, 75c; N. P. Nichols, Sic; C. W. 
Smith, 33e; S. Allen, 50e; J. S. Rogers, 50c 
Springfield, W. Haden, R. Nelson, $1 each—— 
Scipio, Rev. L. Hayward, $1. 




















| MARRIED: 
| 


| Inthis city, Dec. 11, by Rev. Mr. Neale, Mr Albert 
Stevens, of Millbury, to Miss Elizabeth Holden, of 
| Boston. 

By the Rev. Mr Streeter, Mr. Henry Stocker to Miss 
| Sarah Doane Annable. 
At Lowell, Dec. 10, by Rev. Lemuel Porter, Mr. 
|Horace W. Flint, of Boston, to Miss Josephine E. 
Wadleigh, of L. 

At Holderness Village, N. H. Nov. 25, Rev. Thom- 

as Perkins to Mrs Abigail J. Drake. 





In this city, Nov. 27, Miss Jane H. Peabody, 26. 

At Charlestown, 11th inst., Mrs Olive P. Baker, 28, 
| wife of Mr. James Baker, recently of this city, and 
| daughter of Mr. Spencer Greenleaf, of Wiscasset, Me. 
| At Salem, Nov. 28, Mrs Elizabeth Henman, widow 
|ofthe late Benjamin Henman, 78. 
| At Gardner, Me.. Ist instant, Mrs Bridget, wife of 

Smyrna Glazier, Esq., SI. 

At Newport, R. I. 10th inst., of consumption, Mr. 

D. Callahan, Editor and Publisher of the 


| 
| 
| 
| DIED: 
| 


yee OR THREE BOARDERS WANTED.—The 
subscriber would be glad to accommodate two cor 
three boarders at his house, 24 London street. 


dec 3 CH’S. SPEAR. 
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WHAT IS LIFE? 


From the pen of Hon. Geo. M. Keim, late Representative 
in Congress. 


What is life? a lingering breath! 
The anguish of decay ! 

A quick-step in the march of death ! 
Greatness of yesterday ! 


And what is death? go ask the tomb, 
The silence of our woes ; 

The pious pilgrim’s peaceful home, 
The weary world’s repose ! 


Eternity ! say what art thou? 
Dew-drop of a thousand years ! 
The spirit’s rest, the patriot’s vow, 

The balm of sorrow’s tears ! 


And what is hope? a twinkling star! 
A promise set in heaven! 
A radiant light that shines far ! 


A pledge of sins forgiven ! 


When passing through life’s fitful dream, 
Death comes at last in view, 

Eternity unfolds the scene, 
And Hope has bliss for you. 
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THE GRAND DUKE AND THE JEW. 


A ROMANCE OF REALITY. 


‘The following singular story, which was cur- | 


rent among the English residents in St. Peters- 
burgh at the coronation of the present Emperor 
of Russia, has been narrated by a person newly 
arrived from that part of the continent. 

In the early part of the year 1826, an English 
gentleman, from Akmetch in the Crimea, having 
occasion to travel to France on business of impor- 
tance, directed his course by way of Warsaw in 
Poland. About the hour of his arrival in that 


city, he quitted the tavern in which he had been | 
taking refreshment, to take a walk through the | 


streets. While sauntering in front of one of the 
public buildings, he met an elderly gentleman oi 
a grave aspect and courteous demeanor. After 
mutual change of civilities they got into conver- 
sation, during which, with the characteristic 
frankness of an Englishman, he told the stranger 
who he was, where from, and-whither he was 
going. The other in the most friendly manner, 
invited him to share the hospitalities of his house 
till such time as he found it convenient to re- 
sume his journey—adding, with a smile, that it 
was not improbable that he might visit the Crimea 
himself in the course of that year, when, perhaps, 
he might require a similar return; the invita- 
tion was accepted, and he was conducted to a 
splendid mansion, elegant without and commo- 
dious within. 

Unbounded liberality on the part of the Pole, 

roduced unbounded confidence on the part of the 
Eaiahene. The latter had a small box of jewels 
of great value, which he had carried about his 
person from the time of his leaving home—find- 
ing that mode of conveyance both hazardous 
and inconvenient in a town, he requested his 
munificent host to deposit it ina place of security 
till he should be ready to go away. At the ex- 
piration of three days he prepared for his de- 
parture, and in asking for his box, how was he 
amazed when the old gentleman, with a coun- 
tenance exhibiting the umost surprise, replied, 

‘ What box ” 

‘Why the small box of jewels which I gave 
you to keep for me.’ 

‘ My dear sir, you must surely be mistaken; I 
never, really, saw or heard of such a box.’ 

The Englishman was petrified. After recov- 
ering himself a little, he requested he would call 
his wife, she having been present when he re- 
ceived it. She came and on being questioned 
answered in exact unison with her husband— 
expressed the same surprise—and benevolently 
endeavored to persuade her distracted guest that 
it wasa mere hallucination. With a mingled 
feeling of horror, astonishment and despair, he 
walked out of the house and went to a tavern at 
which he had put up on his arrival at Warsaw. 
There he related his mysterious story, and leain- 
ed that his iniquitous host was the richest Jew 
in Poland. He was advised without delay, to 
state the case to the Grand Duke, who fortunate- 
ly happened at that time to be in Warsaw. 

He accordingly waited upon him, and with 
little ceremony was admitted to an audience. He 
briefly laid down his case, and Constantine ‘ with 
a greedy ear devoured up his discourse.’ Con- 
stantine expressed his astonishment—told him 
that he knew the Jew, having had extensive mo- 
ney transactions with him—ihat he had always 
been respectable and of an unblemished charac- 
ter. ‘ However,’ he added, ‘I will use every 
legitimate means to unveil the mystery.’ So 
saying he called on some gentlemen who were to 
dine with him that day, and despatched a mes- 
senger with a note to the Jew requesting his 
presence. Aaron obeyed the summons. 

‘Have you no recollection of having received 


THE 


a box of jewels, from the hand of this gentle- 
man ?’ said the Duke. 

‘Never, my lord,’ was the reply. 

‘Strange,indeed. Are you pefectly conscious,’ 
turning to the Englishman, ‘that you gave the 
box as stated.’ 

‘Quite certain, my lord.’ 

Then addressing himself to the Jew—‘ This 
is avery singular case, and I feel it my duty to 
use singular means to ascertain the truth; is your 
wife at home ? 

‘Yes, my lord.’ 

‘Then, coutinued Constantine, ‘there is a 
sheet of paper, and hete is a pen; proceed to 
write a note toyour wile in such terms as I shall 
| dictate.’ 

Aaron lifted the pen. 
| ‘Now,’ said the second Solomon, ‘ commence 
_by saying—All is discovered! There is no re- 
jsource left but to deliver up the box. I have 
jowned the fact in the presence of the Grand 
Duke.’ 

_ A tremor shook the frame of the Israelite, and 
| the pen dropped from his fingers. But instantly 
/recovering himself, he exclaimed— 
| ‘Thatis impossible, my lord. That would be 
| directly implicating myself.’ 

| ‘I give you my word and honor,’ said Constan- 
| tine, ‘in presence of every one in the room, that 
| what you write shall never be used as an instru- 
ment against you, farther than the effeet it pro- 
duces on your wife. If you are innocent you 
have nothing to fear—but if you persist in not 
writing it, I hold it as a proof of your guilt.’ 

With a trembling hand the terrific Jew wrote 
out the note, folded it up, and as he was desired 
sealed it with his own signet. Two officers 
were despatched with it to his house, and when 
Sarah glanced over its contents, she swooned and 
sunk to theground. The box was delivered up 
‘and restored to its owner—and the Jew suflered 
‘the punishment his villainy deserved. He was 
sent to Siberia. 
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For the Hangman. 
INCIDENTS OF TRAVEL. 
Number I. 


Mepway, Nov. 11, 1845. 

I intend to give you, and the readers of the 
‘Hangman,’ some idea of the difficulties which 
your agent has to meet with in prosecuting the 
great work he is engaged in. A week ago, last 
Saturday, I left. my quiet home, and all its joys, 
to engage again in the great moral struggle, now 
going on between light and darkness. Few per- 
sons know the trials of a lecturer’s life. 1 had 
been absent from my wife and child, for three 
and a half months, and now, altera flying visit 
of three days, I must again take the field. Those 
who are allowed to remain at home, enjoying 
those pleasures, which the society of a beloved 
wife and child can alone impart, know nothing 
of the privations of thus being obliged to leave 
home, not but what I am willing to suffer 
for Christ’s sake, but still it is hard to for- 
go all the enjoyments of a beloved home, to be 
tossed upon the tumultuous scenes of life, and to 
meet with rebuffs and scorn, fatigue and poverty, 
in order to carry forward the great moral enter- 
prises of the day. But one thing I am sure of, 


*‘ Earth has no sorrows, heaven can not heal.” 





| Saturday night, in connexion with Dr. Hud- 
ison, (who kindly offered to carry me with him, 
‘as far as my appointments and his would allow,) 
|! lectured in Thorndike. We had a full house, 
‘and while I was showing the horrid nature of 
ithose feelings, which would lead a person to 
| wish to have the murderer of his family hung, a 
‘man spoke and said ‘he would wish to see the 
|murderer of kis family hung.’ And while Dr. 
| Hudson was talking, another man said, ‘ he would 
igo a great ways to see such aman hung.’ What 
a people! how can any man be so fiendish in his 
‘heart? After we-had closed, the first man arose 
and said, ‘he did not wish to uphold revenge, or 
iteach the boys present, that murder was right, 
ibut he wanted all to be christians, and then 
murder would stop.’ Amen, said Father Henry, 
| who was present, and after he had got through, 
he, (Father H.) made some very feeling and sen- 
sible remarks upon the subject, and our meeting 
‘closed. We obtained a few subscribers for the 
| Hangman, and ascertained that the opponent of 
our cause, was a Universalist, and a former sub- 
'scriber of the Hangman, but now a candidate for 
the Legislature. Sunday we went to W. Brook- 
field. Tintended to have lectured Sunday night 
at Warren, but it being so rainy, gave it up.— 
Monday | spent in getting subscribers, and had 
| some success. In one place, however, out of 
| thirteen men interested in this cause, that I call- 
}ed upon, only four subscribed for the paper, one 
| was too rich, another too poor; one took too ma- 
/py papers, another none; one hada large family 
of children, another hand none; one was too 
blind, another could see too well; and one man 
living in a large brick house, having a piano and 
‘other luxuries, thought you had better not have 
‘commenced the enterprise, if you had not (I sup- 
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HANGMAN., 


cluded by saying, ‘that he did not know after 
all as it was wrong to hang.’ I got out of pa- 
tience with these rich people who live in luxury, 
and refuse to give a man even fifty cents for the 
paper. They have no sympathy for any body 
but No. 1. All they care for, is to flourish 
themselves, let who will suffer. Since I have 
been a public speaker, I have endured incredible 
hardships for me. 1 have traveled on foot, under 
a hot, burning sun, with a heavy load upon my 
back, and the sand in the road, over shoes almost 
all the way, twenty-six miles aday, and gone 
without food into the bargain. Many atime dur- 
ing my travels, (not in this cause, however,) 
have I been with only one meal a day, and very 
often but éwo, traveling all day, and speaking in 
the evening, and one time I was obliged to sleep in 
the hall, with my bible for my pillow, and my 
coat for a covering, and then travel on foot all 
the next day, and not get a meal till night.— 
The faithful laborer in God’s cause, is obliged 
to turn a deaf ear to the flattering calls of busi- 
ness, who, with her golden rod, stands before 
him, offering him wealth, if he will ‘fall down 
and worship her;’ but stern duty places herself 
right in his path, and inexorably demands a non- 
compliance with the allurements of the golden 
goddess. Guided by the voice of conscience, 
heis obliged to yield to the claim of duty, and 
forsake ease and wealth for ‘the reproach of 
Christ,’ and how does he feel when he sees pro- 
fessors of religion, squandering more than enough 
to feed and clothe the families of fifty agents, 
while his are almost starving to death. He 
thinks such persons have no claim to the char- 
acter of christians. 

From W. Brookfield I went to Worcester, but 
could not get up a meeting there. Obtained a 
few subscribers in addition to our large list there 
now, and passed on to Millbury, Heard an anti- 
slavery lecture there from Mr. Clark, a self-eman- 
cipated slave. Obtained a few subscribers in 
Millbury, and passed on to Uxbridge. In the 
afternoon went to a village a few miles from here 
and obtained a few names. Had a long discus- 
sion with several hanging men, who ‘ thought 
crime would fill the earth as it did in Noah’s 
time, before the flood, if it were not for the gal- 
lows.’ I heard not long ago of a minister who 
said ‘that the gallows was designed to accom- 
pie what the gospel would not.’ If this is so, 

propose that every church have its gallows, as 
it now has its communion service and bible, and go 
to work manfully for the law. 

Sunday night I lectured in the Unitarian 
Church in E. Medway, and on Monday night in 
Medfield. ‘To-morrow night I have an appoint- 
ment at Medway village. 

Yours for the cause, 
C. B. STEARNS. 


From the Diadem. 
A FABLE. 


BY R. W. EMERSON. 


The mountain and the squirrel 

Had a quarrel, 

And the former called the latter ‘ little Prig.’ 

Bun replied, 

You are doubtless very big, 

But allsorts of things and weather 

Must be taken in together 

To make upa year 

And a sphere. 

And I think it no disgrace 

To occupy my place. 

If I’m not so large as you, 

You are not so smallaslI, 

And not half so spry ; 

I'll not deny you make 

A very pretty squirrel track ; 
Talents differ ; allis well and wisely put ; 

If I cannot carry forests on my back, 
Neither can you crack a nut. 


The following piously implacable article ap. 
ears as editorial in the New York Evangelist, 
and is probably from the pen of that sanguinary 
champion of the gallows, the ‘ Rev. George B. 
Cheever, D. D.’ 


‘Sentence or Deatu.—IJn obedience to the 
stern mandates of the law, the dread sentence of 
death has been pronounced on two of the anti- 
rent criminals at Delhi. Three others are to be 
imprisoned for life, and some for seven years. It 
is a painful and solemn duty, when one man is 
required to sentence a fellow-man to suffer the 
penalty of death—to cut him off from the living, 
and send him to the tribunal of his final Judge. 
But, prinful and distressing as it must be to a 
benevolent heart, the sad office must be perform- 
ed. Human life and human rights must be pro- 
tected. The laws are the great safeguard of so- 
ciety, without which society could not exist.— 
Deplorable as is the history of the anti-rent trou- | 
bles, yet it is areliefto know that the law has 
triumphed, and its majesty been vindicated.— 
There is no other way of duty or sefety in this 
land, or in any other, but to execute the laws, 
and not suffer their violation with impunity, in 
respect to human life and human rights. The 





| pose) a fortune to spend upon it, and finally con- | 


they are sure to triumph sooner or later, and to 
lay their iron grasp on those who violate the 
rights of others, and forget their duty to God 
and man. It is painful to think of the condition 
of those unhappy men, so soon to terminate their 
connection with the affairs of this world, and 
end their career on earth by a violent and igno- 
minious death. Yet, such is the solemn deci- 
sion of the violated law in the case of those who 
have been convicted of a capital crime. They 
go to appear before another and more august tri- 
bunal, from which there is no appeal, and where 
ho injustice can be done them, but where the 
Judge can extend mercy and pardon, which is 
so difficult and dangerous for human tribunals to 
do without injury to higher interests, through 
the atonement of Jesus Christ. May these un- 
happy men find pardon of Him who can pardon 
with safety.’ 


APADAADADAMDARAARARAAARNIY 


A Srory or Pocxer Pickinc.—The ‘ Albany 
Citizen’ says a few weeks since, a gentleman at 
the Astor House, in New York, suddenly missed 
a gold watch, which was worth more to him than 
it could be to any body else. He marvelled 
much at its absence, for he knew he had only 
been in and out of the office and Reading Room 
of that Hotel since he noted the hour by it. In 
the hope of recovering it, he advertised his loss 
and offered a reward of $50. The same day he 
received a note, informing him that he could 
have his watch by calling at a certain house in 
an obscure part of the city. After some little 
hesitation he resolved to go. The watch was 
too valuable to him to be given up without at 
least this attempt to recover it. So he went.— 
His call at the door was promptly answered by a 
very gentlemanly looking person, who in reply 
to his inquiries, replied that he had in his pos- 
session the advertised watch, and that on pay- 
ment of the offered reward be would deliver it 
up. The loser promised to pay the $50, pro- 
vided he was convinced the watch was his. It 
was exhibited, and the gentleman recognized it 
at once, paid the reward, and gladly placed the 
recovered treasure in its place in his vest pocket 
As he was turning to go away, he remarked, 

‘Tam glad, as you may suppose, to get my 
watch back again, but I should realy be pleased 
to know how you took it from me.’ 

‘That I will inform you,’ readily replied the 
pickpocket. ‘Do you remember holding an ani- 
mated conversation with two other gentlemen in 
the Reading-room of the Astor House on the 
morning you lost your watch ?’ 

‘I do,’ replied the loser. 

‘Well, do you not also remember that a gen- 


drew near and finally joined in the discussion ?’ 

‘Very distinctly,’ replied the other, ‘ and also 
that he engaged in it with much warmth.’ 

‘ Precisely,’ coptinued the narrator, ‘and do 
you not remember that he at one time, in his 
earnestness, tapped you two or three times ou 
the left breast thus?’ (suiting the action to the 
word.) 

‘Yes,’ replied the gentleman. 

‘Then I took your watch,’ said the other, and 
turning, shut the door and disappeared. 

The gentleman returned to the Astor, musing 
on this strange oceurrence, and while relating it 
to some of his wondering friends, was agtonish- 
ed to find that his watch was again missing !— 
Whenshe adroit knight of the nimble fingers 
described how he had once filched from him his 
watch, he took it again? So the gentleman fi- 
nally lost his watch, after having paid to the 
thief the reward for its recovery ! 


~ BAP PLL LOLI I I « 


TO-MORROW, 


I will to-morrow, that I will, 
I will be sure to do it ; 
To-morrow comes, to-morrow goes, 
And still thou art to do it. 


Thus still repentance is deferr’d, 
From one day to another ; 

Until the day of death is come, 
And judgment is the other. 





Thoughts on the Death-Penalty. 


UST Published,—Thoughts on the Death-Penalty. 
By Cuartes C. Burweicn. For sale by Bela 
Marsh, No. 25 Cornhill.—Also, Essays on the Pun- 
ishment of Death.’ By CharlesSpear. Price 62 cts., 
a of Jesus by the same author. Price $1. 
t 





THE HANGMAN, 
Published every Wednesday Morning, at 40 


(— 3 
Cornhill, over A. Tompkins Book Store. 


TERMS.—Owne Douvar a year, in advance. Twen- 
ty-Five Cents will be added for every three months’ 
delay. 

Subscriptions received for three or six months. 

Five Dollars will be receivedin advance for Six Co- 
pies. Ten Dollars in advance for Thirteen Copies.- 

Single numbers Two Cents. 


J. N. BANG, Painter. 





laws are sometimes slow in their operation, but 
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